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Oviparous myth and dolmen

[

One method of interpreting an ancient civilization is to
adopt mythology which gives pictures of an ancient society.
To get a better picture of the dolmen building society in the
Korean peninsula, myths of the chiefdom or the tribal state
covering the time range from the Bronze age to the Iron Age in
Korean should be taken into account. The book on the history
of three kingdom (B.C.1C.—A.D.10C.) Sam—kuk—yu—sa gives us
so inspiring accounts explaining how the ancestors of the king—
doms were born and where the old chiefdoms were established.
On the other hand some accounts in the Chinese history books,
Hou—han—shou and San—kuo—chi, also give very crucial illustra—

tions of the ancient society in Manchuria and Korea
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Accounts on myths from Chinese sources and Korean
are classified into two categories as far as the myths of the
founders of ancient states ( or chiefdom ) in Korea are con—
cerned. First category includes the legend of heavenly son,
which is the founder or the ancestor of a founder of a state
is the son of the heaven. For instance Huan—ung, who estab—
lished Ko—cho—son, a legendary state in around circa 24 Century
B.C., was the son of the heaven. Hae—mo—su, the founder of
Pu—yeo (or Tongpu—yeo) state was the son of heaven. The
ancestors of the silla kingdom (circa 1 Century B.C.—) were the
chiefs of the six villages and they came down from the heaven.
This heavenly son myths are common in North Asia where the
Altaic languages are being spoken. Second category of ancient
myth in Korea is Oviparous myth, which is a belief of ancestors
or founders of a state being born from the egg( or box).
Examples of this kind of myth in Korea is sought in the legend
of Pak—hyok—ko—sei, the first king of Silla. He was born from an
egg. The 4th king of Silla, Sok—tal—hae was also found in a box
(or an egg in another account) and Kim—al—ji, the founder of the
royal family of Kim from the 7th King of Silla came out from a
golden box. Also, the six founders of Ka—ya, old states in the
southern part of Korean peninsula were born from 6 eggs
respectively. Chu—mong the founder of Ko—gu—ryo state (circa
1 Cen. B.C.) is a great grand son of Hae—mo—su (as mentioned
above he is a son of the heaven) and Chu—mong's mother, a
daughter of the god of river (Ha—baek) laid an egg from which
Chu—mong was born. From the accounts on Korean myths one
finds one or two interesting implications

First, In Korean myths oviparouss myths are more popularly
observed in the south.

Second, In terms of time difference the oviparous myth

tends to appear later than the heavenly son myth (see, chart)
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Chief of 6 village
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Lee Al—pyong (Silla)
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According to a work of oviparous myths. quoting the essays by
mythologists Kim Jai—bung mentioned that the distribution of

the oviparous myth in Asia extends:
To the north —Yakuts (Russian Maritime Region), Korean
Peninsula
The legend of king shu—en, eastern coast of
china
To the south — Bai—wan tribes in taiwan, Yueh tribes in Hai—nan
Island
Mao kingdom in Burma
Thai tribes in Thailand
Phillipine
Sulawesi
Kalimantan(Borneo)
Java
Munda tribes in india

Tibet. Oceania
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Therefore, it is clear that oviparous myths are common in
Asia and more popular in South Aaia. Some alleges this myth is
relevant to the Tong—Son culture,;bronze; culture in S. Asia be—
tween 800 B.C. and christian— era.”

so, it is alleged that the oviparous myth is Southeast Asian
characteristic and this ancient belief travelled by sea current
running from South china sea to the northeast all the way up to

the korean peninsula.
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In discussing the characteristics of the megalithic monum-—
ents in Korea, it was mentioned above that the megalithic
monuments largely distributed in Asia — India, S.E. Asia,
Taiwan, Korea, and this distribution overlaps with that of
oviparous myths, combining the two cultures — the megalithic

culture in the light of substantial civilization and the
oviparous

myth in the spiritual world. The two cultural elements not
only overlap distributionwise but also are contemporaries that
is the bronze—iron age. Therefore, it seems that the dolmen
builders in Korea were sharing the same 1ideology with the

dolmen builders in Southeast Asia.
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In the study of Korean archaeology, the cluster cairn of
the bronze—early iron age are commonly found in Southern
Manchuria and they were developed into large, independent
cairn tomb of early ruling class people in Ko—gu—ryo and Silla.
The tradition of the cairn is believed to have been relevant to
the early Kurgans (tombs) in Siberia, where the Altaic Lan—

guages are spoken, hence the heavenly son myth is deeply root—

8. kim.J,B,, 1973, "Distibution of the Oviparous myth", Han, No.19

(Japanese)

O DISTRIBUTION OF DOLMENS IN ASIA
\\\ DISTRIBUTION OF OVIPAROUS MYTHS IN ASIA

Fig 5: Distribution of Dolmens and Oviparous Myths in Asia




ed. So the heavenly son myth was believed by Altai Language—
speaking Koreans from the ancient times. And later sometime
during the bronze age the oviparous myth, a new thought was

introduced in the southern part of the Korea peninsula as the
rice cultivation was introduced with the megalithic worship.
Until then the ancient inhabitants in Korea lead the nomadic
life, whereas the rice cultivating people were settled farmers.
These two distinctively different traditions seem to have been
separate the farmers with dolmen and oviparous myth in the
south and the nomads' home for their livestocks in the north
The two peoples with different life patterns became gradually
mixed by inter—marriage. It happened when the descendant of
Hae—mo—su (heavenly son) married egg—laying Yu—hua, the
daughter of the God of Water (oviparous myth). That is the

encounter of two traditions in Korea.
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Magalithics occur sporadically in different parts of northern India
and parts of what is now politically known as Pakistan Baluchistan
and the Makran Coast:-
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This megalithic tradition, according to many scholars, has affinity
with the south—east Asiatic tradition. (H-Sarkar)
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